THE 
Country Gentleman's Notion 
n= Concerning 
GOVERNMENTS 
IN 
A Letter to his Friendat Leeds in Yorkshire. 


SIR, 


' Receiy'd yours, and am concern'd at the continuance of 
your DiflatisfaCtion about the Oaths to King William. 
1 will not fay the ſeverity of the Penalties annex'd by 
the Late Act, to the refuſal of them, ought to influence 
your Judgment ; but for the ſake of your Family, you. 
will do well to take the matter into further Conſideration. 
Be aſſured, that my Conviction of the Lawfulneſs of theſe 
Oaths is neither influenc'd by Fear nor Flattery : I hope 
you know me to be too much an Engliſhman, to believe I 
haye been ſway d by either; and I know you too well, to 
A imagine 


(2) 
imaginethatmy Example ſhou'd govern or prevail upon you 
further, than the Reaſons which I learnt while --at -Londorn 
(in Converſation with feveral Lawyers and others) may have- 
ſome weight with you, if placd-in a due Light, and Con- 
{ider'd with Temper. | 
You muſt not expect a Vindication of the King's Title. 
To endeayour to Juſtifie it, 1s to ſuppoſe a doubt. ; which. 
| he muſt do, who goes about to argue it. Soverargns Titles 
are never to be debated, or vindicated, but in the witeſt.and 
moſt render manner imaginable, and it ſhow'd be by Per-. 
ſons of the greateſt Knowledge, Sagacity and Prudence; 
and I think never without the Direction and Command, or 
| Expreſs Allowance of Authority. For any Defence of a. 
Title, if not well manag'd, is a Libel upon that Title. 
And we have had too many of them publiſh'd already. 
which inſtead of allaying ſcruples, have increas'd their 
- number. + 


It ſuffices me, and ſeveral of my Acquaintance, in order 


to our ſatisfaction, to reaſon thus: That Man. is a ſociable 
Creature ; that a ſingle Perfon could never.be happy with-. 


out the Converſation and Afſiftance of Others; nor with tt, 
if all his Acquaintance were Miferable: That” Societies 
therefore were inſtituted by the Creator for the good of 
Mankind ; and that ſuch Good is intended 1n refpect.of the 
Greater Number ; and conſequently, that as the Good of The 
dryiduals, ſo the Opznior of 'em too, 1s involy'd in. that of 
the Majority, as united in one Ciyil Society. | This Ma- 
jority in all Aſſemblies, or Numbers of Men togethey, up- 
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(3) 
on all Occaſions doth and muſt conclude the whole : For 

the whole could never otherwiſebe concluded by any publick 
Act or Determination, if ſuch AEt were not binding to 
every one, before eyery one in particular had actually con- 
ſented to it. For who ever knew, or can imagine an Ex- 
act Agreement of a great Multitude of men in One Opinion. 
| On which account it ſeems neither Wife, Mannerly, nor 
Lawful, : to oppoſe, or Contradict the Sentiments of the 
Community, whereof I am a Member, in things of this 
nature, Wherem the Welfareof the Whole is concern'd, 
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For as every man 1s preſum'd moſt fond of his own In- 
tereſt, ſo the greater number mutt be fuppos'd tobe equally 
careful of theirs, and by conſequence, that what is done 
by the Majority 1s beſt forthe Whole. * T's plain that by our 
| Conſtitution, 1n all Courts. of Juitice, the Majority gives 
the Rule ; and that Rule. obliges the diſſenting [udges to 
Act, as well as Declare. contrary to their own feveral ÞPri- 
yate Opinions 3 and in all Controverſies and Diſputes 
among Scholars, the Opinion of the greater Number, 
(knowing and intereſted in the ſubject matter of the Que- 
ſtion ) 1s a. fayourable Argument of the Truth. In all Con- 
ſ{ultations of Lawyers or Phytitians, concerning Healrh or 
Property, the Party concern'd inthe inquiry takes the Majo- 
rity as his ſureſt Guide. Whatreaſon can be alledged why 
this Rule ſhould not hold, in all other Civil Matters, of . 
an indifferent Nature, wherein God hath not interpos'd by. _ 
his expreſs Will ? 


wi. 
we 


Now if we conſider the principles andthe Conſequence of 
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che contrary Notion, I have heard ſome affirm, that it 
can hardly proceed but from Prefumption, and too great 
ſelf-ſufficiency, and may bring Miſchief and Confuſton to. 
the Publick, as well as Damage and Ruin to the particular 
Perſon. How can ſuch an Opinion and Practiſe in. a pri- 
vate Man (1nContradiCtion to the greateſt part of the So- 
ciety whereof he 1s a Member) but ſayor of Vanity, as if 
he had more Wiſdom and Honeſty than all his Neigh- 
bours ? And can he reaſonably expect to be ſafe in ſuch an 
Oppoſition to the Majority 2 And if ſeveral be of his Mind, 
the publick Peace muſt needs be endanger'd. 


If Men be Humble and Peaceable, there will be in things: 
of this Nacure, a Conſideration of the Qpinion of the: 
greater part of the Inhabitants of that Country, in which. 
they are born and live, thereby to ſettlethe Rules and Mea- 
ſures of their private Conduct. I wou'd feign know., 
what is the Law and Conſent of Nations, which we all 
reverence and eſteem, as a Confirmation of the Law of 
Nature ; What 1s it, but the Opinton and Practiſe of the 
Majority ? 'Twere very eafte to argue upon this ſubject, 
from eyery Topick, by which the Ingenious Parker demon-. 
ſtrates his Laws of N ature; as from Reaſon and Expe- 
rience ; from the Obſervations of Nature, and the Ne- 
ceſſities of Life ; the Advantages of Juſtice, and the Conm- 
forts of Society. Every one of theſe would enforce and: 
uluſtrate this Thought. EG; TEY 


To ſtrengthen it further, it can't be denied that in caſe 
of great Numbers indiſtant Places, tho' of one Communi- 
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ty, the meeting of every Particular Perſon, 1n order to 
conſult for the Common Good, is in fact impoſlible. 


Which Neceſlity doth teach and require the uſe of Re- 


preſentatives:; And Engliſhmen muſt agree, that the 


manner; of EleCting them, as hath been the Cuſtom 
of our Fore-fathers 1n all Ages, 15s reaſonable and wile, 
ſothat weare bound in Law and Reaſon, by their De- 


clarations, Acts and Agreements, our Conſent being 


neceſlarily included mm theirs, inall Points (as I ſaid) ofan 
indifferent Nature, capable of being Debatedand Deter-: 
mind by them, concerning which Almighty God hath. 
not Exprelly interpos d, and declar d his Will ; and we 
think no man in his wits: wall pretend that he hath, as to- 
the preciſe manner of Emptying and Filling Thrones,, 
and the ſeveral Methods of Legal Succeſhon.. 


Nor do any of the particular Laws of this Realm pre- 
yent or,, weaken the force of this Notion. . The Acts of 
Recognition. of the Right of ſeveral of the Kings and: 
Queens of this Realm do rather confirm, than contra-- 
dict it, as 1s very apparent upon the Reading of 'em. 
The greateſt and molt expreſhive of em all, and which. 


goes. the turtheſt, 1s the 12 Car. 2. cap. 30. for the At-- 


rainder of -the Reg:c:des, but amounts only to. this, ., 
that the People of England, neither Collectively, nor | 
Repreſentatively ever had, or ought- to have, any coer- - 
cive Power over the Perſons of the Kingsof this Realm. 
Now whether this can be reckon'd ſufficient to condemn. 
this Notion of private Men's ſubyuitting their Opinis | 
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0h and Practiſe to that of the Majority, in reſpect of 
'Oaths and Obedience, may be ft to any Man's Judg- 
; ment: if Nature and Reaſon dictate this as-a proper 


no Law whatſoever can vacate, or annul it.. But -tis 
to ſuppoſe a Law to be made, whichis not alterable by 
| the Auchoriny that made it; and that contradicts the 
agreed and known Maxime, that Laws in Derogation 
' of the Authority, which makes Laws are Void ; this 
muſt be admitted. LY Ee ng arr 


| - . Now this being laid down, it appears further that 
| a Great Prince of the Royal Family, here preſent with- 
| in the Realm, upon the departure of the former Re- 
| gent (Whether that Departure were choſen by him, or 
ford upon him, by the Actions of his own Miniſters, 
or thoſe of his Enennes, 1s- not material'to 'enquire) 
| Was enacted and dechred KING by the Majority of 
thoſe Repreſentatives : And ſo confirm'd, and decla- 
redagain, and again, by the Majority of new Repreſen- 
 tatives, peaceably, and freely Elected ; (which Election 
by the way umplies the Afent of every-Voter to all the 


ty of on Nobility, Clergy, Gentry, and Commonal- 


| Meaſure whereby to Direct and Govern- our Actions; 


Acts of thoſe Perſons ſo choſen.) Then Oaths of Fide- 
lity were ſolemnly raken to this Prince, nor only by 
the Repreſentatives, but by Particulars; by the Majort- 


ty of the Realm. Then was heaſſertedtobe RIGHT- 
'FUL AND LAWFUL KING, and this noe 
by thoſe Repreſentatives alone, but Voluntarilydeclar'd 
oy {ſuch 


"TT 
fuch in writing, «under the hands 'of che Majority. of” 
the Individuals too, (as the - Fact wow ſtands) Excep- 
| _ ting Women, Children and Seryants, ,who'are not pro+ 
Hs, pefly Sur juris, (Now after' all this, 'it ſeems 'plain, 
that private Perſons ate 'concluded not 'only' (bythe 
Power.of.-the- Majority; but by the Law of Reaſorand. 
z | Nature, as Members of this Community, to pay Al- 
legiance to a Soveraign thus Conſtituted by the Con- 
ſent of their fellow IKlanders, even. by their whole 
# Country. And are any now to ſcruple or doubt ſuch. 
a Title ? No ſurely, this 1s enough to command 
mine, and yours, and eyery Engliſhman's True 4lle-- 
grance. 


And I take itto be a- much plainer and firmer Foun-- 
dation for Obedience, than all the.fine-ſpun Schemes of” 
E” Policy and Government ; which fome pretending Ra-- 

3: kers into the Rubbiſh of Antiquity, have {queez'd and. 
| ſtrain'd, out of old myſteraous unintelligible Records; 
or which by the changeable diſtinctions of ſome Caſuiſts: 
have been propos'd for Convenience fake. This is plain- 
| Common ſenſe which every man feels, and falls into. 
L-: uponthe firſt hearing. But at the rate, that ſome men- 
diſtinguiſh and refine upon the* matter, an honeſt: 
Red man cannot be made to underſtand whom he ought to: 
Obey, without being oblig'd to underſtand Metaphy-- 
| ſicks into the bargain. Theſe Thoughts, Sir,, have ſa-- 
( tisfied me, that I am to con{1der my ſelf not meerly as. 


2 ſingle Perſon, but asrelated to the Body of. the Nati-- 
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| on, asone of Many ; and ſo as inyolyd, in the Tnte- 
| reſt and Opinion of the Majority, and upon that Ac- 
| count, as having aſlented to the Acts of that Majority ; 
{ which I eſtcem and reſolve to follow, as my Rule. 
' That you may likewiſe do ſo with a ſatisfied and eaſe 


' mind, 1s the deſign of this Paper and the Hearty Pray- 
er of 


$1 R. | 


| Nottingham, May Tours to ſerve you Be: 
' 29, 1696. ng 


. x '7Y x > : . " _ Ld 4 
hs e.% v > 4 
( ); 


' '©n,: asone of Many ; and fo as inyolyd, in the Inte- 
| reſt and Opinion of the Majority, and upon that Ac- 
count, as having aſlented to the Acts of that Majority ; 
* Which I eſteem and reſolve to follow, as my Rule. 
| That you may likewiſe do ſo with a ſatisfied and eaſie 


| mind, is the deſign of this Paper andthe Hearty Pray- 
cr of 
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E: Nottingham. May - Tours to ſerve you, &&. 
E 39: L096. 
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